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ver since she was a teenager, perfor-
mance artist and author Carlip (Qereen
af the Odslfbaiis: Awad Other Trwe Stovies from o
Life Unaccording to Plany has been collecting
strangers’ lost shopping lists and imaging
the lives and people behind them. YWich
the help of expertly applied makeup and
outlandish costumes, Carlip has turned
herself into the men and women char she
imagined. From a wife-seeking, Fu Man-
chu—mustached redneck to an ocrogenar-
ian stand-up comic, a washed-up lesbian
rock star to a 20-something goth boy, Car-
lip rakes inspirvation from both the mun-
dane—"potatoes”—and che disturbing—
“mousetraps, cheese, mouse.” The 26 vivid
photographic potrraits and accompanyving
narratives display the author's humor, grace
and a brilliantly creative eye. Carlip's alrer
egos are larger than life and owice as enter-
raining. Fans of Sloane Tanen’s Better oith
Bageage Secks Same should flock ro this
hilarious, delightful, unigque achievement.
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